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O the Chriſtian, the Truly-Pro- 
teſtant, and very Loyal Socis- 
Ty, who attend the' public 

Worſhip in the WzsTzzLY Part of 

Boſton, : 


Tauis Discourse, publiſhed at 
their Deſire ſignified by their Commit- 
zee, is now gratefully Iv cRTRED, with 
the ſincereſt Wiſhes for their tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual Welfare,and with due 
Acknowledgments of the many Ob» 
88 5 them laid * 
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Go hrs. in the Kingdom 
of Men. 


DA NIEL IV. i 5 
De moff ruleth in the 
* of ra. TL: 


eſent unuſual and gloomy appearance 
Sn; place * in which I now ſtand, may 


** the natural preſage of a diſcourſe re- 
plete with gloomy ideas, with lamentation 
and mourning. But yer methinks this is a ſeaſon 
adapted to awaken various, and even contrary paſſions 
in our breaſts; a ſeaſon wherein we almoſt unavoida- 
bly mingle ſome of the tears of joy with thoſe of 
ſorrow ; and wherein wholly to indulge, or wholly to 
repreſs either of them, would hardly be innocent ; 
at leaſt not very congruous. On one hand we juſtly 
mourn the death of an excellent king, whom every 
good Britiſh ſubje& was habituated to conſider rather 
under the able and endearing chagacter of a father, 
than the more awful one of a ſovereign. And where is 
the heart ſo hard, ſo unfeeling, ſo devoid of all 
ſentiment, as to remain untouch'd, unaffected, at the 
death of ſuch a king, the common father of his peo- 
ple? What boſom does not heave? What eye is not 


: ready to overflow, on ſo melancholy an occafion ? 
Bur, 


C In alluſion to the pulpit hung with mourning oa this occaſion, _ 


need it. 


8 Gop ruleth in the Ring dum of Men. 


Bur, on the other hand, have we not cauſe fot 


- gratitude, that heaven ſpared . him to us ſo long? 


and for joy, that his royal grandſon and ſucceſſor is 
peaceably aſcended the throne ? And this at ſuch a 
mature age, and adorned with fo many royal quali- 
ties, as give us the reaſonable proſpect of ſitting 
under his ſnadow with great delight; and, in a Word, 


of enjoying under his reign the continuance of all 


thoſe numerous bleſſings, which we ſo long enjoyed 
under the auſpicious reign of his late majeſty. The 
ſame object has often both a bright and a dark ſide; 
and, by being turned round, gives relief, or even 
pleaſure, to the pained eye of the ſpectator. As our 
felicity is never pure and unallayed in this evil 
world; ſo neither is our ſorrow ever, or hardly ever, 
unmixed ; but uſually attended with ſome: circum- 
ſlances, which, being duly conſidered, may adminiſter 
comfort to us. This is our preſent caſe : That ſo- 
vereign hand which gave the wound to qur hearts by 
the death of his late majeſty, has almoſt healed it the 
fame hour, and turned our mourning into. joy; or 
if -not into joy, has at leaſt miniſtred. the beſt con- 
ſolation that the nature of the caſe would admit of. 
For the loſs of a good king cannot be any way ſo 
efſectually made up, or remedied, as by another, wor 
thy to ſucceed him, reigning in his ſtead; eſpecially 


_ one deſcended, from him, and in whom he may be f 


conſidered as, in ſome ſort, ſtill living and reigning 


Such is the conſolation that gracious heaven affords 


to us, and to three. kingdoms, at this ſeaſon of our 
common mourning. And both reaſon and religion 
as much require that we gratefully recetve the con- 
ſolation offered, as that we humbly lay to heart 
that event of providence, by which we came to 


Ir 
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Ir becomes us as men, and eſpecially as chriſti- 
ans, on this occaſion te look up to the ſovereign 
ruler of the univerſe, who * removeth kings and 
ſetteth up kings”, as ſeemeth good in his ſight, Him 
we are to conſider as the author of thoſe revoltuions, 
and other great changes, which take place from age 
to age in the kingdoms ef this world; and ſhould. 
make a religious improvement of the preſent diſpen- 
fations of his providence towards us. It is with @' 
view at aſliſting you in fo important a duty, that I 
have choſen the words juſt now read, for the ſubject 
of my diſcourſe at this time—* The moſt High 


ruleth in the kingdom of men.” The words occur 
three ſeveral times in this fourth chapter of Daniel; 
which conſiſts of a manifeſto, or ſolemn declaration, 


which Nebuchadnezzar the great king of Babylon 


publiſhed * to all people, nations and languages; 


and which the prophet, for the honor of God's name, 
thought proper, it ſeems, to preſerve intire with 


his own writings, to be tranſmitted to future gene- 
rations. Nebuchadnezzar is ſpoken of in ſcripture 


as one of the greateſt monarchs that ever lived in 
the world. Thou, O king”, ſaid Daniel to him, 


« art a king of kings; for the God of heaven hath 


given thee a kingdom, power, and ſtrength and glory. 


And whereſoeyer the children of men dwell, the 


beaſts of the field, and the fowls of heaven hath 


he delivered into thy hand 4”. Prophane hiſtory 


ſpeaks of him conformably to this account |, He 


+ Chap. If. ver, 3), 38. 


He is ſaid to have held in ſubjection Syria, Phenicia, Arabia. 
and Egypt. Strabo likewiſe aſſerts that this king among 
the Chaldeans was worte celebrated than Hercules, and 
that he procceded as far as the pillars of Hercules [near 
the ſtreights of Gibralter] and led his army out of Spas 
into Thrace and Pontus.“ Vid. Dr, Newton's Xilluy 
Difgertation on Prepheey, | 
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was as proud and i impious as he was great. And God 
ſeems to have raiſed him up as he did Pharaoh, that 
he might „ ſhew his power in him, and that his name 
might be declared throughout all the earth”, It 
| ſeems that he was for a time much alarmed, and 
even convinced, by the miraculous deliverance of the 
three pious Jews from the fiery furnace, whom he 
had Mae. to be caſt into it for not worſhipping 
the golden image which he had ſet up; and he made 
a decree, that no one ſhould ſpeak againſt the God 
whom theſe men worſhipped. * But his heart, like 
Pharaoh's, reſumed its former hardneſs ; and was fo 
lifted up with pride, that God reſolved to humble 
him in a very ſignal manner. And the main deſign 
of his manifeſto, contained in this I'Vth Chapter of 
Daniel, is to declare to all the world the wonderful 
means by which God did this; by which he con- 
vinced him of his ſupreme dominion, his power and 
providence,and the wifdom and juſtice of: all his deal- 
ings with the children of men. So that this may be 
called the proclamation whereby that mighty, and 
once impious monarch, recognized God's univerſal 
dominion, as the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
6 1 thought it good”,” ſays be to ſhew the ſigns 
and wonders that the high God hath wrought towards 
me. For how great are his ſigns? and how mighty 
are his wonders ? His kingdom is an everlaſting king- 
dom?®?, &c. He then proceeds particularly to relate 
what had happened to him; the aſtoniſhing ſigns - by 
which God humbled his proud heart, and made him 
confeſs, that he indeed ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomfoever he will.“ Whet 
theſe ſigns and wonders were, I now forbear particu- 
larly to mention, Jeſt my diſcourſe ſhould be drawn 
out to too great a length. But in general, he had 
„ 


* Dan, C. I, v. 29. 
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od a remarkable dream, or viſion , wherein, under the 
at ſimilitude of cutting down a mighty tree, was, accord» 
ne ing to the prophet's interpretation, prefigured his 
It own fall from his greatneſs, and his being driven 
nd from men. And when the king ſaid, © Is not this 
he grear Babylon that I have built for the houſe 'of 
he the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for 
ng the honor of my majeſty ? While the word was in 
de the kings mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 


od ſaying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is ſpoken, 
The kingdom is departed from thee,” &e. And 
lo . « the ſame hour was the thing fulfilled upon Ne- 


le | buchadnezzar,” Of which event we find the prophet 
gn afterwards giving the following account to his ſon 
of | Belſhazzar——* All people, nations and languages 
ul trembled and feared before him: whom he would 
n. he ſlew, and whom he would he kept alive, and whom 
nd he would he ſet up, and whom he would he put down. 
al- But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind har- 
be | dened in pride, he was depoſed from his kingly 
nd throne, enfotig took his glory from him: And he 
ſal was driven from the ſons of men—till he knew that 


ds. || the moſt high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and 
NS that he appointeth over it whomſoever he will 1.5 


ty Tos PEP PS, YL this great King brought 
g- down, till at the end of the days appointed, he lift 
Are up his eyes to heaven, and his underſtanding re- 
by turned unto him. And he concludes his proclamation 
im in the ſtrong and emphatica] terms following, which 


of diſcover an heart very deeply impreſt with what had 
it befallen him for his former pride,tyranny and impiety 


u- — Now I Nebuchadnezzar”, ſays he, praiſe, and 
vn. extol, and honor the king of heaven, all whoſe works 
ad are truth, and his ways judgment; and thoſe that 
2 walk in pride he is able to abaſe”, By 


+ Chap. V. ver. 19, 20, 21. 
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6 But to return; The words of the text may be 
!' Conſidered as an intire, independent ſentence,tho? they 
indeed make but a part of one, gs they ſtand in the 

ſeveral places where they occur in this chapter. In 
& this light it is propoſed to conſider them ; and they 
| will, I ſuppoſe, be a proper introduction to ſome 
', _reflexions on the preſent occaſion, as they aſſert God's 
We ſupreme dominion in and over the kingdoms 1 of men, 


1 Fox the illuſtration of this fubjeR, it is to be obe 
i ſerved firſt in general, 


of God, who has an original right, and abſolute pow- 

er over them. He hath made of one blood all na- 
. tions for to dwell upon the face of the earth; and s 
0 has the intire diſpoſal of them. The abſolute — b 
reignty of God over all nations, is repreſented in very 
ſtrong and ſublime language by Nebuchadnezzar in 
this chapter, after his reaſon returned to him. His F* 
kingdom” faith he, © is from generation to generation: | 
f 
0 


f 
L Tar al nations, all kingdoms, are in the hand 
1 
| 


And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as 

1 nothing ; and he doeth according to his will in the ar- 
my of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, What F* 
doeſt thou?“ The prophet Iſaiah expreſſeth himſelf 
upon this ſubject in language not Jeſs emphatical. 
% Behold, the nations are as a drop of the bucket ', f 
faith he, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the 
balance: behold,he taketh up the iſles as a very little 
thing — all rations before him are as nothing, and 
they are counted to him as leſs than nothing and va- 
nity”. And a little after in the ſame chapter—* It 
is he that ſitteth upon the circle of the earth, and 
the inhabitants thereof are as graſshoppers ; that 
ſtretcheth out che heayens as a curtain, and ſpread: 


eth 
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eth them out as a tent to dwell in; that bringeth che 
princes to nothing: He maketh the judges of che 
earth as vanity”, [Chap. XL. | ; 


Now, God's ruling in the kingdom of men, ex- 

eſſeth in general that ſupreme power, that uncon- 
troulable dominion, which be exerciſeth over all na- 
tions from one generation to another: Not only his 
right and power, but his actual government over them. 
For his ruling in the kingdom of men, implies his 
continual ageney and providence therein, and his 
reigning over them as a ſovereign Lord; not merely 
his power and authority to do ſo. And accordingly, 
whatever befals ſtates and kingdoms ; their riſe, en- 
largement and proſperity, their fall, their declenſion, 
Kos the various calamities that happen to them, —_— 
ſcripture attributed to God's over-ruling. providence, 
as the accompliſhment of his ſovereign pleaſure con- 
cerning them, And that theſe things are juſtly aſ- 
cribed te him, is evident from many conſiderations ; 
particularly from his having enabled his prophets to 
foretel, many ages before-hand, the changes and re- 
volutions which ſhould take place among the nations 
of the earth : Which predictions have been punctu- 
ally verified by the event. 


Tuns the ancient prophecies reſpeQing the Jews, 
the Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Ninevites, the 
Tyrians, and many other nations, have long ſince had 


a moſt exact and ſurpriling accompliſhment ; as an 


one, acquainted with the prophecies, and with what 
has ſince actually befallen thoſe nations, muſt ac- 
knowledge f. And in this book of Daniel's prophe- 
3 „ cies, 


I + Many of thefe predictions, together with their reſpeQtive ac- 
compriſhments, are ſet in a clear and ſtrong light in the Rev. 
Aud very learned Dr. Newton's Diflertatiogs on prophecy, Vol. i. 


x4 Gov ruleth in the Kingdom of Mans. 


cies, was foretold, with an aſtoniſhing precifion, tho? 


in figurative language, what fhould-come to paſs in the | 
four great ſucceſſive monarchies, or empires of the 
world.; the Aſſyrian or Babylonian, the Medo-Perſian, 


the Macedonian and the Roman; in, or during, the 
htter of which, the God of heaven was to ſet up a 
kingdom of a peculiar kind, which ſhould never have 
an end, or be left to other people: And the king- 
dom, and the dominion, and the greatneſs of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall Cat length] 


be given to the people of the faints of the mot | 


High, whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom; 
and all dominions ſhall ſerve and obey him“ x. Nor 


= the preſent ſtate of the Jews, or indeed the ge- 


neral ſtate of the chriſtian world at this day, any 


ting leſs than a demonſtration of the truth of pro- 
phecy : which is, at the fame time, a kind of vilible 


demonſtration of the truth and reality of God's rul- 


ing in the kingdom of men. For, certainly none but 


he, who hath the fates and fortunes of all nations in 
his own hand, and the moſt abſolute di{pofal'of them, 


could poſſibly enable men fo particularly and exactly 


10 foretel what ſhould befal them in remote ages, 


s the prophets have actually done. And the accom- 
pliſhment of ſo many prophecies already, as it is an 


undeniable proof that the world is governed by di- 
vine. providence, ſo it gives us an aſſurance, that thoſe 
predictions in theſe ſacred books, which ſtill remain 


unfultfilled, ſhall alſo have their accompliſhment at 
the appointed time; when © the myſtery of God | 
mall be finiſhed, as he hath declared to his ſervants 


the prophets”. But, 
II. Gor's rulipg in the kingdom of men, may 


expreſs more particularly and directly that authority | 
and fovereign power, which he exerciſeth from age | 
; 5 | to 


* Chap. VII. ver. 27. 
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and which truly denominate him the King of Kings 


Tn” 


— 


God ruleth in the Kingdom of Men. 15 
to age over the kings and potentates of the earth z 


and Lord of lords. That being may well be fad 


co rule in the kingdom of men, on whom all earth 


kings are entirely dependent; who raiſeth one to a 
throne, and caſteth down another; who gives to all kings 
their authority, and limits them in the exerciſe there- 
of; who gives them whatever qualifications they have 
for ruling; who alſo gives to their lives and reigns, 
either a ſhorter or longer term, as he pleaſeth ; vb 


makes their reign either a bleſſing to the kingdoms 


which they govern, or the contrary; and who will 
finally judge even them in righteouſneſs. With the 
greateſt truth and propriety. may he be ſaid to rule and 
govern in the kingdom of men, who exercifeth fuck 


Ja dominion over the monarchs of the world. And to 


enlarge a little here cannot, I ſuppoſe, be thought 
improper on the preſent occaſion. , wa. 
1. Gop ruleth in the kingdom of men, as all 
earthly kings derive their power and authority ori- 
ginally from him; or as they reign by his permiſſion 


and providence, and as his miniſters. This is in 


effect afferted in the words immediately following the 
text— and giveth it” i. e. the kingdom] © to 
whomſoever he will”, in the exerciſe of that ſove- 
reign dominion which he hath over all. In confor- 
muy whereto, the prophet addreſſeth himſelf thus to 
Belſhazzar, the ſon and ſucceſſor of Nebuchadnezzar. 
„O thou king, the moſt high God gave Nebuch- 


© adnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majeſty,ond glory, 


and honor 4.” And the apoſtle Paul aſſerts in a more 
general way, and without any exception, that © there 
is no power but of God”; that the powers that be 


are ordained of God”; and that kings, and indeed 
other inferior rulers, are “ God's miniſters”, ap- 


pointed 


T Chap. V. ver. 18. 
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pointed to govern the world under him, the Lord of 
all; and to carry on the deſigns of his providence 
therein. So that human government, being duly ad- 
miniſtred, is in effect the government of God. For 
which reaſon we are admoniſhed to be ſubject to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake, whether 
it be to the king as ſupreme, or unto governors as 
unto them that are ſent by him for the puniſhment of 
evil- doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well K.“ 


 Gop does not indeed, by any immediate act of his 
own, place a crown upon the head, and put a ſcep- 
ter in the hand of him, whom he has ordained to 
reign, and feat him upon a royal throne. He leaves 
nations (ordinarily, I mean) to the free exerciſe of 
their liberty and diſcretion, under the general Jaw of 
reaſon, to chufe their own forms of government, and 
to model them as beſt fruits them reſpectively. Some 
nations neither have, nor are required to have, any 
kings at all. Some erowns ate, properly ſpeaking, 
elective, by the fundamental Jaws of the kingdom. | 
In other kingdoms the crown is hereditary, either with 
certain limitations and exceptions, or without any, 
according to the various conſtitutions of different king- 
doms; which conſtitutions themſelves are not, however, 
abſolutely immutable. In all which reſpects it may 
truly be faid, that nations are left to the exerciſe \of 
their natural diſcretion and liberty. Bur till religion, 
and even reaſon, teaches us to acknowledge the hand 
and providence of God in the exaltation of any par- 
ticular perfon to a throne. In elective kingdoms the 
thoughts and counſels of the electors are, tho? imper- 
eeptibly, ſo over-ruled, that the choice falls ar laſt} 
upon him, whom God had ordained to reign ; and 
thus, without knowing his purpoſe, they fulfil his 
| : ſovereign 

1 13. 14. 


reign 


Gov *uleth in the Kingdom of Men. 17 


an, aloe 
man rules of ju ging ; or it is perhaps trans 
e 


2. Gop ruleth in the kingdom of men, as all 
earthly kings derive from him whatever qualifications 
and abilities they have for reigning, as well as their 
authority. How great? how important, is the differ- 
ence between a wiſe and good, and a weak and bad 
king? The welfare of nations, under God, depends 
very much upon the talents and character of the 
kings, whom he exalteth to reign over them. Nor 
is it leſs evident that he beſtows the various gifts and 
talents by which kings are diſtinguiſhed from one 
another, than it is that they, reign by his permiſſion, 
and providential ordination. Wiſdom, magnanimity, 
and other royal qualities, are the gift of God ; of 
which none are poſſeſſed in any greater degree, than 
he ſaw fit to beſtow them, in order to accompliſh his 
on wiſe and holy purpoſes. And from ſome theſe 
qualities are withheld, with the fame general deſign. 


For, RT abs boly ſeriptures, important events 


1 


4 0 


are brought about in nations, and in the ſtate of the 
world, as well by the folly and infatuation of ſome 
Kings, as by the wiſdom, of others; all in conformity 
to the will and purpoſes of heaven. And this is one 
way, in which God manifeſts his own ſovereignty in 
the kingdom of men, 8 


3. Gon 


1 8 Gop ruleth in the Kingdom of Men. 


3. Gop ruleth in the kingdom of men, by ſuc- 
ceeding the adminiſtration of kings, and by making 
them great public bleſſings, or the contrary, according 
to his own pleaſure, Moſt commonly indeed, 
wiſe and good kings reign ſucceſsfully, while weak 


and wicked ones prove rather a curſe than a bleſling, 


This is not, however, univerſally the caſe. It is ob- 
vious that the ſucceſs or proſperity of an adminiſtra- 
tion, does not ſolely depend upon, nor is always in 
exact proportion to, the wiſdom, juſtice, fortitude, and 
other princely virtues of him that ſits upon the throne. 
The views and endeavours of the beſt kings are ſome- 
times fruſtrated ; while thoſe of far inferior ones are 


crowned with acceſs, both in peace and war. It is 


God that giveth ſalvation unto kings, and thereby to 
kingdoms : He it is, that bringeth them down. And 
both theſe he does,in ſuch ways, and by ſuch means, 
as plainly evince his ſovereignty in the kingdom of 
men; and ſhew to kings and kingdoms at once, their 


abſolute dependence upon him for proſperity, Ho-] 


many great and common calamities are there, which 
befal nations from time to time, that the wiſeſt and 
moſt powerful monarchs can neither prevent. nor re- 
move? And how many public bleſlings are there, 
which kings have little, or perhaps no hand at all, in 


procuring ? Riches, and honor, and power, and all 


national bleſſings, muſt be acknowledged to come ori- 
ginally from God, ſometimes by the inſtrumentality 
of kings, and ſometimes without it; and in his hand 
it is to make great, and to give ſtrength unto all”. 


4. Gop ruleth in the kingdom of men, as he gives 
to the reign of earthly kings either a ſhorter or longer 
term, as ſeemeth good in his ſight. Mighty, monarchs 
are ſometimes ** depoſed from their kingly thrones” 
for their ſins, as Nebuchadnezzar was. When his 


mind 


. 
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from the ſouth. But God is the judge : he putteth 
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mind was hardened in pride, it was faid unto him, 
The kingdom is departed from thee”; and inſtantly, 
his glory was taken away, and he was © driven 
from men”. Belſhazzar his ſon did not profit by his 
example; and therefore met with a {till more fatal 
overthrow. No ſooner had the hand upon' the wall 
written his doom, and Daniel interpreted it, God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finiſhed it“, &c. 
than he was ſlain; «© and Darius the Median took 
the kingdom”. How many other proud, arbitrary 


and tyrannical princes, who have thought themſelves 


above all controul, have ſuddenly been brought down 
to the duſt ? either expelled their kingdoms, or come 
to an untimely end, and left their thrones to others? 
Nor is the ſovereignty of God in the kingdom of men, 
leſs manifeſted in depriving earthly kings of their 
wer and dominion, than in conferring them at firſt. 
In the language of the royal pſalmiſt, «© Promotion 
cometh neither from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor 


"2 


down one, and ſetteth up another f.“ 


BesIDss : It is appointed unto all men, and no leſs 
to kings, even great and good kings, than others, once 
to die; and to give ap account of themſelves to God. 
Their greatneſs exempts them neither from the com- 
mon mortality, nor from the righteous judgment of 
Gad, in whoſe hand their breath is. From ſome 
the great arbiter of life and death, ſoon taketh away 
heir breath, even in early youth ; ſo that they hardly 


now what it is to wear a crown, before they are 


ommanded to reſign it; and called to appear before 


he high tribunal of him that ** regardeth not the 
erſons of princes”. Other kings are taken away 
in the midſt of their years; and all their devices, pro- 
TRE C 2 jections 
+ Plalm LXXV. 6, 7. . 
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times to the ſorrow of theit ſubje&s ; and not only of 


eumſtances, v 


times chaſtizeth nations by removing their kings at 
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jections and defigns, whether good or bad, are at once 
brought to nothing; fometimes to the joy, and ſome- 


their own fubjects, but of other nations. To other 
kings God is pleafed to grant length of days, and a 
reign of many years; ſo that they are ſatisfied with 
life, and fee many happy effects of their reign, be- 
fore their "ys are numbered and finiſhed. Now, God 
manifefteth his ſovereignty over the kings and poten- 
tates of the earth, by cutting ſhort, or protracting their 
life and reign, in this manner: And hereby, in part, 
it appears, that he indeed ruleth in the kingdom of 
—_ T - 1 


It may, not improperly, be added here, that a 
great deal _— upon the time, and particular cix- 
| erein kings are taken out of this world. 
There are, with reſpect to their ſubjects at leaſt, I 
might fay with reſpect to themſelves alſo, both fa- 
vourable and unfavourable conjunctures for them to 
die in. As the caſe may be circumſtanced, the death 
of a king, tho of no very eminent qualities and ver- 
tues, may be of fatal conſequence to a kingdom: As, 
for example, when the ſucceſſion is left doubtful, 
different perſons laying claim to it, and each of them 
ſupported by powerful factions. In this caſe, how 


often have nations been thrown into confuſion, and 


involved in all the calamities of a civil war? Or, 
tho? the ſucceſſion is uncontroverted, yet if the heir 
be not arrived at an age proper for governing a king- 
dom, the death of a king in theſe circumſtances is 4 
great calamity :: For Wo to thee, O Land,” fays 
Solomon, * when thy king is a child“ God ſome 


ſuch unfavourable conjunctures as theſe, and others 
that might eaſily be mentioned. And tho' rhe deat 


ngs at 

others 

deat 
Fj 


they are reſpectiyely taken out of this world by death: 
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of good kings will always be ſincerely lamented by 
good and dutiful ſubjects; yet it muſt be owned that, 
in certain circumſtances, the death even ot ſuch kings 


can hardly be looked upon as a frown of divine pro- 
vidence, in 2 other ſenſe than that, in which the 


common mortality of mankind is ſo. As, for exam- 


ple, if they die when they are far advanced in years; 


when they are almoſt paſt bearing the weight of go- 
vernment; when their kingdoms are in flouriſhing 
circumſtances; when the ſucceſion is undiſputed; or 
there are no parties or factions powerful enough to 
create public troubles and commotions ; when the ſuc - 
ceſſor is of mature age for wielding a ſceptre, and is 
endowed with ſuch princely virtues, as naturally in- 
ſpire the hopes of great happineſs under his reign : 

hen all theſe circumſtances take place, they great- 
ly alleviate that ſorrow which all good ſubjects muſt 
in ſome degree feel, on the death of a good king. 
And God's ſovereignty in the kingdoms of men plain- 
ly appears by the particular time and conjuncture, 


wherein he removeth kings out of this world : For, 
that theſe circumſtances, whether favourable or other- 


wiſe, together with the duration of each monarch's 
life, and the length of his reign, are all fixed, all de- 
termined by the moſt High, no man who believes a 
providence, can conſiſtently doubt. | by 


rox the whole (for I muſt not enlarge) : God 
does not only ſhew himſelf ſovereign in the kingdom 
of men, by the perſons whom he exalteth to earth! 


thrones, by the various qualifications which he be- 


ſtows upon them, by proſpering or not proſpering 


their reign, by ſometimes caſting them down from 
their thrones before their lives are come to a period, 


and by the particular time and circumſtances wherein 


Cc 


ip with reference to Saul, that God“ gave them a king 
1 805 2 7 : 6 | 

5 in his anger.“ After a while, he brought about a 
Ws revoiution in that kingdom, and gave them David in 
4 his kindneſs, a man after his own heart, who was a 


he had in a manner ſubdued all their enemies, his ſon 
Wl: Solomon ſucceeded him in the throne, whom the 
FA, queen of Sheba addreſſed in the equally pious and 
courtly terms following; © Bleſſed be the Lord thy 
« God which delighted in thee to ſet thee upon his 
& throne, to be king for the Lord thy God. Becauſe 


1 1 a | - J | 
„ © thy God loved Iſracl, to eſtabliſh them forever, 
therefore made he thee king over them to da 
1 judgment and juſtice.“ 1 ö 


Tr being evident then, from what has been ſaid, that 


God ruleth in the kingdom of men, giving it to whom- 

Wl foever he will; and alfo, that his favor and righteous 
difplezfure are manifeſted towards different nations, or 
towards the ſame nations at different times, by the 

* manner of the kings that reign over them“, and by 


+ the time and circumſtances of their removal out of 
this world: Theſe things being evident, I ſay, what 


1% remains, is, that we apply this ſubject to our- 
ſelves, and to the preſent occaſion, by making ſome 
reficxions on the reign and death of his lato majeſty, 


Hie does not hereby only ſhew his ſovereign pow=. 
er in and over the kingdom of men, but he alfa. 
\., manifeſts hereby. his favor and gooò neſs towards na- 
tions, or his righteous diſpleaſure. He executerh 
loving-kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the 
..._ earth, by the diſpenſations of his providence towards 
' kings and kingdoms. The welfare of nations im- 
meediately depends, in a great meaſure,"upon the kings 
1 J whom God placeth over them. It is ſaid of Iſrael, | 


great bleſſing to the nation. And when David died 
in a good old age, after a proſperous reign, and when 


ae „ yhld 


— 


and 
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and on the acceſſion of George III. -to the imperial, 


throne of Great- Britain. 


| Anp it will not, as is humbly. conceived, be im- 
proper here, in the firſt place, to take a curſory. view: 
of the providential means, by which the Britiſh crown; 
devolved to the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, and con- 
ſequently to- his late, and his preſent majelly. For 
ſuch a retroſpect on the events of divine providence, 
at the ſame time that it will be a farther illuſtration of 
God's ruling in the kingdom of men, and giving it 
to whomſoever he will, may alſo ſerve to eſtabliſh us 
in the principles of true Britiſh liberty, and of loy= 
alty to his preſent majeſty, as founded in, and reſult- 
ing from, thoſe principles. Nor will you, I am per- 
ſuaded, think I go beyond my proper ſphere, if, upon 
ſuch an occaſion, I inculcate loyalty, and obedience 
to the eſtabliſhed. government ; and this upon the 
very principles on which that government is founded, 
in oppoſition to thoſe of deſpotiſm and tyranny. 


Lr me remind you then, that after the death + 
f queen Elizabeth, (the glory of whoſe reign, other- 
iſe truly great, was obſcur'd and tarniſhed by re- 
igious perſecution) it pleaſed God, doubtleſs for the 
ins of the nation, to raiſe four . princes ſucceſſive] 

o the throne, whoſe reigns were all inglorious, and 
ome of them infamous to the laſt degree; princes. 
df great pride and vanity, of arbitrary notions and 
ractices, of little wiſdom, policy or diſcretion, and 
11 leſs truth, ſincerity and honor; princes who were 
Iways the dupes of our ancient, enterpriſing and 
angerous enemies, of jeſuits, popiſh minitters or po- 
iſh wives; princes whoſe reigns diſgraced the nation 
broad, and were ſore viſitations of divine provider c: 
% Hz: 
7 la the year 1603, SET 
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Tur laſt of theſe four kings whom the moſt 


High gave us in his anger, James II, X was an open, 
profeſſed and bigotted. roman-catholic ; who ſtuck at 
no meaſures in order to introduce the religion of 
Rome, to deſpoil the Britiſh nations of their ancient 
liberties, and to entail upon them the two-fold curſe 
of popery and ſlavery ; which have indeed a 
clofe connexion one with the other. The king 
daily made prodigious ſtrides towards a defpotic 

wer ; to eftabliſh which on the ruins of the. 
Britiſh conſtitution, was his manifeſt aim. And 
he doubtleſs promiſed himſelf ſucceſs in this execra- 
ble deſign, by reflecting on that ſeries of events in and 
after the reign of his father, from which he ought to 
have drawn other concluſions. That unhappy prince, 
king Charles I. by favouring the papiſts contrary ta 
law, and many flagrant vielations of the conſtitution, 
had involved the nation in a civil war; a war entered 
into on one fide, in defence of public liberty, on the 
other, in the ſupport of tyranny ; and which did not 
end but with the ruin, both of the conſtitution, and 
of the infatuated prince who had been the blameable 
cauſe of it. King James ſeem'd to take it for granted, 
that the nation would neyer again, at leaſt not ſo ſooh, 
have recourſe to arms, or reſiſtance, in defence of its 
rights and liberties; but rather ſubmit to the moſt 
cruel tyranny,than attempt to rid itſelf of it by thoſe 
means which, however neceſſary, had been attended 
with ſuch diſmal conſequences ; Eſpecially as the doc- 
' trine of paſſive obedience and non-refiftance had, ever 
ſince the reſtoration, 4+ been the eſtabliſhed doctrine, 
which no one could contradift with impunity. It 
had, however, been a more juſt, as well as more ſafe 
inference, that the brave people who had lately Ne 

5 | uch 


* He ſucceeded his brother Charles II. ia 1684. - 
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ſuch efforts in defenee of their liberties, would not now 


_ deſtroying himſelf — O thou king, the moſt high 
God, gaveNebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom 
But when his heart was lifted 45 and his mind 
* hardened in pride, he was depoſed. from his 

* throne, and they took his glory from-him. And 
0 1 of me 

was made like the-beaſts, and his dwelling was. with 


from his kingly 


rom the ſons of men, and his heart 


R 


the wild aſſes And thou his ſon, O Belſhazzar, 


„ haſt not humbled thine heart, THOUGH THOU KNEW= 
* EST ALL THIS ! Bur haſt lifted up thy felf,”* &c. 


In this critical conjuncture, it pleaſed him he ru- 
leth in the kingdom of men, not only to open the eyes 
of all the friends ro public liberty and the proteſ- 


tant religion, to ſee the common danger which threat- 


ned them, but alſo to unite their hearts and counſels 


in an extraordinafy manner to guard againft it. Party- 


diſtinctions, which had hitherto run very high, were 

now laid aſide, The illuſtrious prince of Orange, the 

King's fon-in-Iaw, who was known to be at once a lo- 
CE Om Tg On "294. yer 
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ver of liberty, a true proteſtant and an hero, was ſecretly 
applied to for his advice and aſſiſtance, which he gene- 
touſly refolved to afford, to the utmoſt of his ability. 
He aceotdingly, after mature deliberation, and by con- 


cert with the leading and better part of the lords and 
Il ll 37A ö I ann toy rig > 
-good-will and affection of the people in general, whom 
he had juſtly forfeited, and intirely Joſt, the affecti· 
ons of all his ſubjects, except the romancatholie 
ing to the ſtandard of the prince; calling to temem- 
with his father the glory of nartyrdom; & thou zht pro- 
a 
him her aſſiſtance in his deſign to enflave the Britiſh 
two grand conventions of the lords and commons, by 


commons of England, arrived there with à very con- 
ſiderable armamentſ; but relying chiefly on the known 
a ſenſe of their common danger had united. It was 
not long after his arrival, that king James, conſcious 
ns of all his ſubjec ) lic party ; 
ſeeing, himſelf forfaken, and people of all ranks flock- 
brance, doubtleſs, the tragedy of the F oth. of Janu- 
ary 1648; and not being ambitious, it ſeems, to ſhare 
. <a provide for His fety by a precipitate flight into 
France: Which court had before gracioufly offer d 
nations; + Then it was, that the glorious REVOLUTION 
took place: For the throne being declared vacant by 
means of the abdication, i. e. the running away of 


TIT 5. 088. © | 

* This fort of 22artyrdom was very common in ancient times, 
according to that of the poet. 15 | 
— — Sine cæde et ſanguine pauci 

Deſcendunt reges“, et ſiccà morte tyranni.“ 5 
4. 2 | Juv. Sat. X. 
Few tyrants to the grave in peace deſcend ; 
| *Abhorr'd they live, and b/cody is their end. 


* King and Tyrant were almoſt ſynonimons and convertible 
terms with the Latin poets, orators and hiſtorians : For they 
hardly knew of any kings; but what were alſo tyrants ; and 
had ſcarcly the idea of ſuch a limitted, legal monarchy, as 
Britiſh ſubjects have the happineſs of living under. 


+ France had offered lic 30,000 men to fupport his tyranny. 
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king James, the prince and pripeeſs of Orange were 
elected, and invited into it; and ſoon proclaimed king 
and queen, to the great joy gf all the true friends to 
liberty. The adminiſtration Was, however, to be ſolely 
in the hands of the king, during his life. In bringing 
about which happy revolution, even many of thoſe, 
both clergy and laity, heartily joined, who had before 
been loud and elamorous in afferting the. ſenſeleſs, 
brutiſh dee e. of paſſive obedience and non- reſiſt- 
ance, in conſequence of the ſuppoſed divine, indefeaſ- 
able right of kings by inheritance: Opinions now ex- 
ploded by all men of ſenſe. Mm 


Tuis was a new and memorable æra in the Engliſh . 
hiſtory. The declaration of rights preſented and read 
to William and Mary, when they were invited int 
the throne, aſcertained the rights of the ſubject, and 
reduced the, prerogative, which had been extended be- 
yond all bounds in many preceeding reigns, to its an- 
tient limits. It was declared by the two conventions 
befare-mentioned, that the kings of England held the 
crown by virtue of an * original contract, in oppor. 
ſition to the notions of an indefeaſeable hereditary . © 
right: And this was the baſis on which the govern- 
ment was ſettled. Proviſion was now made by many 
i WS: parliamentary 

t Mr. Hamepen, It is a diſgraco to our church to have 

taken up ſuch opinions; and I will venture te propheſy, that 
nin future times our clergy muſt renounce them, or they 

„ will be turned againſt them by thoſe who mean their de- 

«« ſtruction. Suppoſe a 'p2pi/Þ Eng on the throne. Will 

« the clergy adhere to paſſive be e & non reſiſtanoe? 


w. 


my If they do. they deliver up their religion toRome ; if they 
y do not, their practice will confute their own doQrine, 
4 80 Lord FAurkTAN D. Nature, Sir, will in time beſure to ſee 
55 right whatever opinion contradicts her great laws, let who 


„ will de the teacher.“ e 
| | Dialagnes of the Dead, Dial. I. 
5. 8 N Reputed Author, Ld. LYTTLETON, 


gerne ac, for nie hg b ed 
e future peace and proſperity of the nation. To 
which ends, amongſt other things, the ſacceſfion to the 
crown was limited to the proteſtant line of the royal 
family, and all romancatholics, however nearly relat- 
ed to it by blood, declared forever incapable of reign - 
ing in England. The like was done 1 in North-Bcitain, 
at that time a diſtin Kingdom, | g 
Lined William ang Queen Mary being d. gend TY | 
out leaving iſſue, the princeſs Ann, a proteitanr, and 
a daughter of the then lately. out-lawed king James, 
aſcended the throne in conformity to the parliamen- 
tary ſettlement of the ſucceſſi on. In her reign the 
union between North and South-Britain, which king 
William had zealouſly recommended before, was hap- | 
pi ly accompliſhes. An union, which the author. of 
nature had pointed out between two nations on the 
ſame iſland ; both lovers of liberty, both brave and 
warlike, both generally proteſtant ; mutually ſtanding 
in need of one another's afliſtance againſt their com- 
mon enemies and whoſe ſituation, ang martial ſpirit, | 
never they were at variance, had render'd them 
ſore ſcourges s to each other Queen Ann, tho' a 
Stewart, reigned not RO reputation and glory, 
till one or two of the laſt years of her life, when 
ſhe had ſallen into the hands of bad miniſters and 
counſellors. . Her ſon, the duke of Gloueeſter, who 
was otherwiſe to have ſucceeded her, died the year 
before ſhe camg to the throne. So that the elector 
of Hanover was nqw. the preſumptive heir to the 
crown. But'the queen was ſuſpected, and not with- 
out ſome good reaſons, of a deſign to ſet aſide, if 
 poſlidle, 


- He died i in 1700, Cheng in the 11th year of his age. He 
was a prince of great hopes whoſe father was prince Cęeorge 
of Denmark, the c queen's huſber d. 
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poſſible, the proteſtant ſucceſſion in that illuſtrious 
houſe, in favour of ˖ her [doubtful] brother, the che- 
valier de St. George; who, whether he were or were 
not, the ſon of the then late king James, was yet ex- 
cluded from the throne by law, as a romancatholic. 

Some, indeed, deny that the queen had any ſuch in- 
tention; and that, with as much confidence as others 
aſſert ir. But be that as it may, upon her death 5, the 
elector of Hanover (George I.) was immediately, and 
without oppoſition, proclaimed king of Great-Britain, 
in conformity to the parliamentary ſettlement of the 
ſucceſſion, confirmed by repeated acts in both the 


preceeding reigns. He was a proteſtant, nearly relat- 

ed to the crown by blood; at leaſt nearer than any 
other proteſtant prince, or princeſs, then livingF. 

And he reigned with wiſdom, juſtice and clemengy, 


tho? not without ſome diſturbances, and one open re- 
bellion, raifed im favour of the pretender. He died 
in the 13th year of his reign, leaving behind him 


the character of one of the viſeſt, juſleſt, and moſt 


magnanimous - princes of his age. And on the death 


of this truly great and good king, the Britiſh crown 
devolved, by the right of ſucceſſion as limited by 
parliament, to his late majeſty king George II. + 


Px this brief deduction you ſee, on one hand, the 


repeated efforts of tyranny, and on the other, the 
glorious {ſtruggles for liberty, of which Britain 


was the ſcene for many years. You fee how God- 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom- 


ſoever he will. You ſee how mercifully he delivered 


the Britiſh nations from one popiſh and arbitrary king 


4 . 9 5 at 
F The mother of K. George I. was a fänd. daughter of K. 
James I. A princeſs bf a very diltieguiſhed character. 
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bis memory. 


30 Gop ruleth in the Kingdom of Men. 


at the revolution; and how he preſerved it once and 
again from another; I mean the pretender, whom 
many perſons were deſirous of introducing, to the 
prejudice of the proteſtant ſucceſſion. You fee how 
God has been the guardian of our liberties, civil and 
facred. You ſee that Britiſh ſubjects have the happi- 
neſs. of living under a legal and limited monarchy; 
and, what are ſome of the fundamental principles, on 
which the preſent government is eſtabliſned. In fine, 
you fee by what right the princes of the houſe of 
Hanover have acended the Britiſh throne ; not a 
chimerical and imaginary, but a ſolid, legal and 
parliamentary one: The beſt and moſt indiſputable. 
right, that any king can poſſibly reign by, unleſs God 
himſelf ſhould, by a voice from heaven, proclaim him 
king, or require us, by a prophet, to pay our alles 


„ 


giance to him as ſuch. 


Bur ſome may poſſibly expect, that T fhould ſay 
ſomething more particularly concerning, his late ma- 
7. And indeed, tho' I cannot pretend to give his 
uſt character, yet it would be hardly decent to paſs 
over his many royal virtues in ſilence; or to bury. 
fo good and venerable a king, without recollecting 
ſome of thoſe things, which ought to make us honour 


His late majeſty was unqueſtionably endow'd with 

2 brillant genius; with a great ſhare of natural pe- 
netration and ſagacity. Nor was that genius unculti- 
vated by learning; ſuch learning eſpecially as be- 
comes a king. He is ſaid to have been extremely 
well verſed in hiſtory, particularly that of Europe; and 
to have had a very thorough underſtanding of the po- 
litical intereſts and connexions of all the kingdoms 
and ſtates therein. Without which it would 0 
| ave 


as the chief bulwark of its liberties,” and of the pro- 


teſtant religion, as he actually was. As he came into 
England at about thirty two years of age, and lived 


there about twelve years before he came to the throne, 


he had, during that period, an opportunity to acquaiat 
bimſelf, not only with the Britſh conſtitution, but 
a the peculiar temper and genius of the people: 


or could he fail to reap great advantage from the 


| inſtitutions, the political maxims, and the example .of 


ſo wile a king, as his royal father. And he was, like 
him, what may be properly called, a conſtitutional 


king: One who well knew both the extent of his 
own prerogative, and the rights of the people; one 


who made the laws the rule of his government, a 
whom even malice can hardly accuſe of either doing, 
or attempting to do, an arbitrary, illegal thing, during 


his whole reign. And it ſhould be remember'd here, 


that the Britiſh conſtitution and laws are ſo wiſe, ſo 


excellent, that he who uniformly makes them the rule b 


of his adminiſtration, mult of conſequence be a good 
king; at leaſt he cannot 955 be W to be 4 
bad an | 


Anp merely not to hive been à bad Liege is per- 
haps grater praiſe than is due to far the moſt of thoſe, 


who bave reigned from the 'days of Nimrod to the 
preſent time. But to ſtop here, would be very in- 
jurious to the character and memory of his late majeſty. 
He appcared, throughout his reign, to have the true 
intereſt and honour of Great-Britain at heart; know- 
ing that kings, eſpecially Britiſh kings, are made for 
the people, and not people for kings. Notwithſtand- 
ing ſome [to us] unhappy, but yet neceſſary and un- 


avoidable connexions, we have reaſon to think that 
his majeſty's uniform and great aim was, to promote 


the 
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have been impoſſible for him to maintain his charactet | 
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the good of his kin gdoms. He was indeed indefa- 
-tigable in bis — to this end; and, in the 
language of the apoſſle, «attended continually on this 
very thing. He was an encourager of learning, of 
manufactures and commerce; the two latter of which, 
I ſuppoſe, never flouriſhed lo much! in Gren. Brian, | 
as under his auſpicious 8b 


His majefly was at once a prince of 22 jötttee 
and great clemency. The ſormer was evident from 
his care to have the laws duly executed, without re- 
ſpect of perſons; and his not allowing the meaneſt of 


his ſubjects to be oppreſſed, ſo far as it was in the 


power of a Britiſh king to preyent it. Nor were 
private property, the life and rights of the ſubj 50 
ever more ſecure perhaps, than under his Ai 
tion. His majeſty's clemency appeared in many in- 
ſtances; but in none more conſpicuouſſy, 1 than in his 
* towards thoſe who were engaged in the black 
| rebellion of 1745. Very few examples were made 
of royal juſtice, after that horrid rebellion was at a 
period. But how many traitors, even obliged, and 
therefore ungrateful ones, were made examples of the 
royal grace! His majeſty had a greatneſs of mind, 
which made him chuſe rather to reclaim his rebelli- 
ous ſubjects by his lenity, than to rid himſelf of chem 
by a a juſtifiable ſeverity. And there. is reaſon to 
think, that this truly god- like method of proceeding 
had a great and happy eſſect; and was the means, not 
only of reconciling, but ftrongly attaching to his per- 
ſon and government, many people who had been un- 


realonably diſaffected thereto before, 


Has 90 ke his royal father, was a prince of 
an heroic and martial ſpirit : A lover, indeed, of proces 
but one who would Hot” taffer himſelf or his ſaved 

| e | FA 


from being pleaſed with, that he would have been 
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. His majeſty was a 
his enemies, many © at leaſt, of great 1 

and truth, of frid probiry and Honor, in all his public 
vis west add foward Ms own ſubjefts and towards 
foreign ſtates and kingdoms. He was far above that 
deceit, artifice, and low; cunning,for which moſt of the 
Stewart race were ſo eminent, the royal matryr him» 


ſelf not excepted. In ſhort, his whole reign was a 
confutation of that infamous Machiavellian maxim, 
«« Qui neſcit difhimulare, neſcit reggae” —He. that 
knows not how to diſſerible, is ignorant of the art of 


reiguliig. 
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d above, that his myeſty was a true 


pfroteſtant. As ſuch he was a, friend to.toleration,and 
dns We TOY C3 i a4 Ad OH Jo . 4 $22 4475.5 
religigus liberty; which cannot indeed be violated 


without violating the taturat , Bi 
mac a or WEB, af dear ee ee 
bis own private qudgment and conſcience a rule to his 
ſabjeAs, or to tyranpize over their conſciences. Nor 
did he, as bead of the church by law eſtabliſhed in En- 
gland, endeavour to deſtroy the church equally eſta- 
bliſhed by law in Scotland ; or deſire to diſtreſs any 
of his good proteſtant ſubjects, who might, in, ſome . 
reſpects, difſent from them both. Some inconvenien- 

cies and hardſhips, I mean legal ones, theſe Jatter might 
indeed be [ ubjeGed to; which there is ground to think, 
a prince of 0 great equity and goodneſs, was ſo far 


glad 
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glad to ſee them wholly removed. Happy had it been 
for the Britiſh nations, if all his predeceſſors in the 
throne had been of ſuch generous and catholic prin- 
ciples The true church of Chriſt needs not 1 50 | 
her faith defended by any other weapons, than thoſe 
of ſober reaſon and argument, unleſs it be againſt thoſe 
who attack it with carnal ones. Indeed wicked men 


F 


/ 
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well as foreign wars ; to prevent which, is not always 

in the power of the wiſeſt and beſt kings. Nor can 
it be denied without blindneſs, or extreme prejudice, 
that ſome great and threatning evils, have been grow- 
ing in the nation ever ſince the revolution. Of which, 

however, thoſe only ought to bear the blame, who 
were the criminal cauſes of them. And even not- 
withſtanding theſe evils, it may be truly ſaid, that all 
theſe reigns have been happy, attended with national 
proſperity and glory ; particularly that of his late 
majeſty. He ever exerted himſelf wiſely and vigo- 
roaſly, and, by the bleſſing of God, ſucceſsfully, to 
promote the public good. The rebellion had a ſea- 
ſonable ſtop put to it; and the prudent meaſures ſince 
uſed, have in ſome meaſure allayed old animoſities, 
and united parties. There his not, perhaps, been 
greater harmony in the nation ſince the days of queen 
Elizabeth, if then, than during ſome of the laſt years 
of his majeſty's reign. During which time, his ma- 
jeſty's counſels and arms have alſo been remarkably. 
proſpered, not only for the defence of his own domi- 
nions, but alſo for reducing the pride and power of 
France. Neither of the four quarters of the world 
is deſtitute of glorious proofs hereof. - Nor is it eaſy 
to mention any period, wherein the national honor 
and proſperity were greater, than at the time of his 
majeſty's deceaſe : Even tho? he left his ſubjects en- 
gaged in a war, which we could have wiſhed him to 
terminate with a glory and ſucceſs, equal to that with 
which it had been carried on for ſome years before. 
This would have compleated both hisand our worldly 
felicity; and might have rendered the reign of king 
George II. the moſt glorious period in the Britiſh 
annals : Yea, it may, perhaps, ſtill be fo, notwith- 
ſtanding this circumſtance is wanting to compleat 
the felicity of it. | 
| E 2 | God 
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God, indeed, bleſſed his majeſty with a long life 


and reign, tho" not ſo long as his goo: ſubjects deſired. 
He was, I ſuppöſe, che oldeſt reſgning Frince in Eu. 
rope, at the time of his deceaſe: And, for many ages 
+ no king of England had attained to his years f. 
| HadGoltegarded the fond wiſhes of his loyal ſubjects, 
he might indeed have been immortal: For the time 
would probably never have come, when they wovld 
have parted with him without any reluctance. But the 
Moſt Miah: who ruleth in'the kingdom of men, hath 
_ Teen meet to call him out of this world. And altho!' 
os cannot refign ſo good a king, our common father, 
without a degree of ſorrow ; yet we have doubtleſs 
far more reaſon to bleſs God for ſparing him to us 
fo long, than we have to murmur or complain at his 
raking him away from us at laſt. And while we ex- 
reſs ſuch an ingenuous grief as becomes dutiful 
and obliged ſabjcf&ts on this -occafion, there are, as 
Was intimated before, many circumſtances to conſole 
us under the lofs, and make us acquieſce in this 


dif} petifation of divine providence, 55 
J Eo ie Rees 


Tr may truly be ſaid of his late majeſty, as it wag 
of eng David, that he “ died in a good old age, 
full of days, riches and honor *. He died as it were 
in the arms of victory; triamphing over his enemies, 
1 foreign and domeſtic ; over the former by his arms, 
5 and over the latter by his goodneſs and clemency, 
7 He left the nation in as proſperous circumſtances, 


5 as could well be imagined in a time of war. He 
: had not only lived longer, but done more good, and 
therefore acquired more glory, than moſt kings, eyen, 
a good ones, had done before him. Nor, which is a 
5 moſt material circumſtance, did he die till he ſaw his 
4 royal grandfon and heir, trained up under his own 
ä 5 C . bs eye, 


+ He was almoſt 77. II chron. XXIX. 29. 


quali 


of age. 80 at we 


eye, and that of a princeſs of voy diſtinguiſh'd merit, 
2 ſuch a maturity of life and judgment, as 
ed him for taking the government immediately 
, 
How. much better has God been to us in this re- 
ſpect, than aur tears ſometime ſince? not to fay, 


than our deſerts, which it were unneceſſary to add. 
It is now almoſt ten years ſince God, in his holy 


pravidence, put us into tears and mourning, and a- 
wakened our ſerious apprehenſions, by the untimely 
death of his royal highneſs Frederic, prince of Wales, 
the then heir apparent, and father to his preſent ma- 


jeſty. The late king was even then old and gray; 


headed, and was alſo ſaid at that time to be infirm. The 
next heir to the throne, he who, by the grace of 
God, now ſits updiffiit, was but about twelve years 
IT 2 | reat reaſon to fear, one of 
the woes would befal us, which Solomon ſpeaks of ; 


that of having a child, or ſcarce more than a child, 


to reign over us. His late majeſty, in his great wif- 


dom and goodneſs, took all poſſible care and pains to 


guard againſt the inconveniences and hazards of this, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to take him away during the 


minority, and tender age, of his royal grandſon. But, 
to our great joy, it has pleaſed the moſt High to 


lengthen out his important life, till he beheld the 
heir of his kingdoms and daminions of full age, 
and indeed more” than full age, to govern them : 
And it is ſome time ſince ouryuſt apprehenſions 
above mentioned, were laid alide, Thus graci- 


 oully. hath he, who ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, provided for our welfare. And as his pre- 


ſent majeſty is the #r/# king of Great-Britain, born 
therein, i. e. the firſt born in the iſland of Britain, 
ſince the kingdoms of England and Scotland were 


united, God grant he may prove a great and equal 


bleſſing 
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bleſſing to boch: And that the ſubjecs of both, 


being now united in one kingdom as well as under 
one king, may have no ſuſpicions, no jealouſies, no 
contentions among themſelves, unleſs it is a conten- 
tion, who ſhall ſhew at once the greateſt loyalty to 
his majeſty, and the ſincereſt love to Briiuſh liberty, 
as founded in, as eſtabliſhed and ſecured by, the 
Britiſh laws: Which ought indeed to be more ſacred 
with Britons, than the intereſt of any particular perſon 
or family whatſoever. In ſaying which, I truſt, I 
ſay nothing unbecoming a govd ſubje@, in contra- 
diſtinction to a flave. 5 $7) 
_—-AccoRDING to the Iateſt advices from Britain, 
which came to town the laſt evening, it ſeems that 
a very ſpeedy peace is not now much expected, at 
leaſt, chat it is not to be depended upon. We have 
indeed his majeſty's declaration to the court on the day 
of the late king's death, wherein, I think, this is imi- 
plied : A declaration conceived in ſuch terms, as tend 
to raiſe our expectations of great felicity under his 
reign. You will doubtleſs hear with pleaſure part of 
a ſentence or two, extracted from it, as it has not 
been made public amongſt us After ſpenking of the 
great lofs which he and the nation had ſuſtained in 
the ſudden death of the king, his majeſty proceeds 
thus: But animated by the tendereſt affections for 
&« this My NATIVE, COUNTRY, and depending on the 
advice, the experience and abilities of your lord- 
ſhips,.on the ſupport and aſſiſtance of every honeſt 
man, [ enter with chearfulneſs into this arduous 
ſituation; and ſhall make it the buſineſs of my 
life to promote in every thing the glory and in- 
« tereſt of theſe kingdoms”?— A declaration truly 
worthy a young Britiih monarch ; which we ought 
to conſider, not as words of courſe, but as proceed- : 
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ing from the royal heart of him that made it, X May 
that God, who hath the hearts of all kings, as well 
as of their ſubjects, in his hand, confirm his majeſty 
in theſe noble ſentiments, theſe truly royal purpoſes; 
and attach the hearts of all good men to his perſon, 
government and family. May he cloath his enemies 
with ſhame, while the crown flouriſhes on his head; 
and while three kingdoms with their dependencies, 
happy under his auſpicious reign, ſhall with one voice 
ſay, Long live king George III; and die at leaſt 
«© as old, as proſperous, as venerable, as much be- 
% loved, as much honoured, as George II !?— All 
this we ſincerely hope for; and more than this we | 
could not, perhaps, very modeſtly defire —— 


Tnovcon we ought always to remember our late 
ſovereign with the greateſt veneration, our allegiance 
mult now be, or rather is already, transferred to his 
royal grandſon and heir; in whom, in ſome ſenſe, he 
ſtill. ſurvives &reigns. Thefe Northern American colo- 
nies have indeed ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
loyalty, and their zeal for the proteſtant ſucceſſion in 
the houſe of Hanover. We had accordingly a great 
ſhare in the affe&ions of his late majeſty ; the happy 
fruits of whoſe. royal care, and . indefatigable endea- 
yours for our ſecurity and welfare, we now reap in 
| | Te gn? S Lao dte Pong tn -fome 
* Since this diſcourſe was delivered, we have had his. majeſty's 
gracious, and moſt excellent ſpeech from the throne, to both 
houſes of parliament : In one paragraph' of which, he js 
pleaſed to exprefs himfelf thus —— Horn and educated 
„ in this country. I glory in the name of Bron; and the 
« peculiar happineſs of my life will ever conſiſt in promor - 
ing the welfare of a people, whoſe loyalty, and warm af- 
*« fection to Me, I conſider as che greateſt and moſt perma- 
«nent ſecurity of My throne :. And I doubt not but their 
« ſteadineſs in thoſe principles, will equal the firmnefs of 
„ my 1nvariable reſojution_ to adhere to, and ſtrengtheu, 
this excellent conſtitution” —— 
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made up in him! This we have reaſon humbly te 
hope, if we perſevere in our accuſtomed loyalty ; 
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ome meaſure, and are likely to reap in ſtill greater 
abundance in future times. His royal highnefs, the 
late prince Frederic, had alſo a great concern for the 
proſperity of the colonies, as he well khew both 
their loyalty; and their importance to Great- Britain. 
And had he lived to aſcend the throne, we ſhould 
doubtleſs have had in him ſuch another friend and 
protector, as we have loſt in his late — We hav 
no reafon to doubt, but that his pre ent majeſty 
will have the fame gracious regard for us; and, 
perhaps, perfect that deliverance ſo happily begun, 
and carried on ſo far, for his American ſubjects, within 
theſe few years paſt. May God give us favour in his 
eyes, as he did in the eyes, both of his royal grand- 
father and father, that our great loſs in them wb be 
to 


and ſtill conduct ourfelves as dutiful ſubjefts. And 
if our late, ever-honoured king, could now Tpeak to 
us, I am perſwaded he would admonifh us to ſhe our 
regard to his memory, not ſo much by fruitleſly lament- 
ing his death, as by a dutiful and loyal behaviour to- 
wards his ſueceſſor; as the certain way to ſecure his 
royal favour, and, by the blefling of heaven, to pro- 
Jong, or even to increafe,our tranquility and happineſs. 

I almoſt imagine I hear him ſpeaking toUs,in common 
with all our fellow - ſubjects, in ſuch terms as theſe — 
« Alas! my children, why do you thus in vain la- 
ment my departure from you? Was not man born 
„eto die? I was long happy in your affection, and 
« dutiful regard to me. You were alſo long happy 
«« under my government, tho? leſs ſo than I fincerely 
«« deſired to make you. The relation of king and ſub- 
ject no longer ſubſiſts between us. But death, 


„ which has diſſolved that relation, has not been able 


< to diminiſh my loye to you, and concern for your 
„ happineſs, 


— » — 
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„ happineſs. - I cannot indeed now promote it my- 
« ſelf : But, behold THAT RoYAL YouTH, whom you 
„lately hail'd to the Britiſh throne ! Let all faction 


e ceaſe; be loyal; be public- ſpirited. And in him, 
«© as you have another George, expect alſo another 


« friend to your liberties ; another guardian of your 
« laws; another father; another victor over your ene- 
* mies, with extended empire, and increaſing glorylꝰ— 


Bur let me now eloſe this diſcout᷑ ſe with ſome very 


ſhort reflections of a practical nature How tranſi- 
ent is all worldly greatneſs and glory! Whoſe death 


is it, my brethren, that we have been meditating upon? 


Is it not that of a king? a great and proſperous king ? 
one, whoſe fortune, whoſe riches and honor, might at 


once excite the envy of moſt other monarchs, and 
leave them in deſpair of ever attaining thereto. But, 


alas! what is worldly felicity, wordly glory? a ſud- 


den gleam ; a meteor darting along the ſky, which is 
no ſooner beheld, than it falls,and diſappears forever— 
Vanity of vanities, all is vanity,” — - 


Ir kings, if great and good Kings, ſuch as the ſove- 


reign of the world has dignified with the title of gods, 
| maſt ſo ſoon © die like men,” certainly we common 


mortals ſhould not either flatter ourſelves with the hope 
of immortality here, or place our ſupreme felicity in 
this world. Can any of us hope ever to arrive at fuch 


worldly ptoſperity and greatneſs, as our late ſovereign. 


enjoyed * Not, certainly, if we are in our right ſenſes. 
But would even that ſatisfy us? Not, unleſs we were 


more than .mad.— Alas! it is only a low ambition, a 
ſordid ſpirit, that could take up contented with ſuch a 
portion, ſuch an happineſs, without looking beyond 


the grave : For * man being in honor, abideth not“ 


* 1, 0 
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in that very day his l ah odd fer brett 
or © 


in | 1S Happ) 
is he that hath the God o his help, whoſe 


c . * ” 


maliciouſneſs, hut as the ſervants of God; and;-by 
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patient continuance in well- doing, ſeek for glory, ho- 
por and immortality. Let us be faithful and diligent 
= in diſcharging the duties of our ſeveral ſtations in life; 
5 knowing that we are ſoon to paſs off the ſtage of this 
: world, and to give an account of ourſelves to God the 
* judge of all. And ler mg remind you, that in the 
2 judgment of the great day, it will be of far leſs impor- 
'” pance, who has been a king, or mighty monarch, and 
Abo s perſon of low degree, than it will be, who bas 
feen en enen ; been 
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and wicked man. For when the ſea, death and hell 


Thades] ſhall deliver up the dead that were in them, 


and the ſmall and great ſhall ſtand together before 


God, they ſhall be «judged every man according to 


« their works,” 


Wurkrekk now unto him, the king eternal, im- 
mortal, inviſible, who hath prepared his throne in the 
heavens, and whoſe. kingdom ruleth over all; unto 
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THE END. 


Gop ruleth in the Kingdom of Men. 43 © 
been a truly upright -and good, and who a difhoneft 
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